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I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the members that voted in 
February.  Voting by e-mail 
seemed to work well. Our next 
election will occur in February 
2010 for Vice President and 
Treasurer.  
 
The Board of Directors and the 
officers met last week to go over 
and make changes to our By-Laws. 
A copy has been forwarded to all 
members of HDARC for your 
records and for you to look over. If 
you see anything that you have 
questions about either e-mail me or 
call me to let me know your 
comments. The by-laws will be 
read at three consecutive meetings 
(March, April and May) and on the 
third meeting they will be put into 
effect.  
 
We at present are looking ahead to 
the coming year. In June, the 13th,  
we will have “Kids Day” again. 
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Larry Elkin NY5L our Vice 
President will be setting up the 
information for this event and we 
will be looking for volunteers to 
help with this. On June 27-28 once 
again we will be operating a field 
day event station. Marty Soffran 
KG0MT will be in charge of setting 
this one up this year.  Locations for 
these two events will be 
forthcoming in the near future. 
 
The March meeting will have Fred 
Lete KC5IPK discussing APRS.  
Fred is involved with the annual 
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta Gas 
Balloon Race event each fall and 
works with the APRS system used 
to track the gas balloons during the 
race.  
The April Meeting will have Tony 
Skujins KB7U giving a 
presentation on Satellite 
Communications. Both of these 
presentations should be informative 
and you do not have to be an 
HDARC member to attend either of 
these. 
 
Once again we hope to get approval 
to operate the special event station 
in October for the Albuquerque 
International Balloon Fiesta from 
the Albuquerque Balloon field. We 
will be looking for clubs and/or 
operators that would enjoy 
operating during the 10 day period 

again this year. More information 
on this will be forthcoming as well.  
 
Our Board of Directors now has a 
full slate of members. Marie 
Swigert, KE5JIV and Duane 
Schneider W5DLS have stepped up 
to fill the 2 missing members.  
  
For those members who have 
joined and paid their dues and 
haven’t attended a meeting to pick 
up their membership cards, they 
will be mailed to your home 
address of record in the next few 
weeks.  
 
Also the club calendar at 
www.nm5hd.com has been updated 
and available to look at the 
forthcoming club events and 
schedules. Remember our net on 
Thursday evenings at 8 pm MST on 
145.330 P/L 100. 
 
We will be looking for some ideas 
from the membership also on what 
kind of training programs we can 
set up in the future that may 
interest the membership.  In the 
past we had a soldering class. 
Possibilities of Kit building, 
building antennas etc… Let us 
know what you would like to see. 
 
Club members should remember 
that we also do “Antenna Parties “ 
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for our members when they get 
ready to put up new antennas 
and/or replace some old ones. Let 
us know if you would like us to do 
a pre-site inspection for you also.  
 

Contact any of the officers of 
HDARC if you have any questions 
on the club. Looking for you to be 
active and enjoying the benefits of 
HDARC in the coming year.  
 
73 
Franklin A Warren Sr AB5WJ 
President HDARC of NM Inc. 
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TELL ALL YOUR FRIENDS 
ABOUT THE HDARC !!  
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SECRETARY & TREASURER’S REPORT

HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MINUTES 
 

February 21, 2009   

 
The Club meeting was called to order by President Larry Elkin NY5L at 12:10 PM, 

with member introductions.  There were 23 people in attendance.  Larry thanked members 
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who had helped him as acting President for the past eight months, and mentioned the Club’s 
Silent Keys for 2008; Bob Swigert K0RGS and Bob Barrow KD5ZGS.   

 
There was a presentation by Marty Soffran KG0MT, who demonstrated a safety 

harness useful to those who climb towers, and asked for volunteers who could climb towers 
and roofs to install or move antennas and other equipment.  Larry recommended also the use 
of tie downs rather than bungee cords to hold things down in the wind.  

 
 Larry also mentioned that a volunteer is needed to schedule Club speakers, and that 2 

more volunteers are needed who would set up non-official field days at community events in 
order to get ham radio to the public.  Vince Fittipaldi K2ANR and Bill Firth KE5TOB were 
asked to help with that.  

  
Jim Hunter KE5IPR announced email results for the Club election, and invited anyone 

at this meeting to vote in case they hadn’t by email.  The winners were: Frank Warren 
AB5WJ, President; and Kathey Meland WB6JAN, Secretary.  Club officers are now as 
follows:  

Frank Warren AB5WJ, President 
Larry Elkin NY5L, Vice President 
Kathey Meland WB6JAN, Secretary 
Pat Nekoranec KE5MJK, Treasurer 
Jerry Aceto K6LIE, News Editor 
Kennie Warren W5KLW, Membership 
Jim Hunter KE5IPR, Net Manager 
 
Chuck Palmer NM5F shared a very old radio receiver he had purchased that had been 

built from a kit, and that dated from the late 1920’s.  Chuck repaired this radio.  He stated 
that the New Mexico Radio Collectors’ Club meets the second Sunday of every month in the 
parking lot at Presbyterian Anna Kaseman Hospital, at 1:00 PM.   

 
After a short break, Larry presented our new President, Frank Warren AB5WJ.  Frank 

announced that the Secretary’s Report is on line, and included in the Club newsletter.  He 
also announced that the changes to the Club by-laws will be emailed to each member with 
the changes printed in red.  The by-laws will have to be read at each of the next three 
meetings, March, April, and May, and then the membership will be voting on them. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 Treasurer Pat Nekoranec KE5MJK reported that the February balance was $1299.64, 
and the January balance was $1234.64. 
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Frank also stated that the Club should purchase liability insurance for our events, and 
that the last time he checked with ARRL, their insurance coverage cost about $350.00 per 
year.  Kathey Meland WB6JAN said she would contact ARRL for their information. 

   
 Also discussed were upcoming presentations: Fred Lete KC5IPK will talk on APRS at 
the March meeting, and Tony Skujins KB7U will present satellite communications in April.  
   
 Two people volunteered to join the Club’s Board of Directors: Duane Schneider 
K5DLS and Marie Swigert KE5JIV.  There are now five members on this Board: 
 Jim Hunter KE5IPR, Chairman 
 Bill Warshauer K5BNW 
 Fred Lete KC5IPK 
 Marie Swigert KE5JIV 
 Duane Schneider K5DLS 
 
 Marty Soffran KG0MT will organize ARRL Field day this year.  He announced that he 
needs volunteers for this event.  
  
 Jerry Aceto K6LIE stated that the Rag Chewers’ Net has had contacts from New York, 
and one from Australia.  This Net uses the IRLP system on 220 frequency.  For those without 
a 220 radio, the net can be accessed on 442.475 (+ 100), punch in the reflector #9221 to 
contact their IRLP system.  This net meets Wednesday nights at 8:30 PM.  
 
 Frank announced that he will teach the following classes: 
 

Technician class at CNM in March, needs 6 students minimum 
General class 
Extra classes on Saturdays and Thursdays 
Albuquerque CERT emcomm class on June 20th 
Digital communication class in July 

 
Frank adjourned this meeting at 1:55 PM.  
Respectfully submitted by 
Kathey Meland, WB6JAN 
Secretary  
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  A NOTE FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR
 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Our February meeting went very well, with Larry Elkin NY5L starting the 
meeting and eventually turning the leadership of our club over to our new 
president Frank Warren AB5WJ. As you all know, Frank was the founder and 
original president of the club and has accepted this leadership roll again. I’m sure 
Frank will see to it that our club continues to be the VERY BEST Amateur Radio 
Club in all of New Mexico! (After all, we already have the best newsletter-HiHi!) 
 
Also, a big THANK YOU goes out to Vice President Larry Elkin NY5L for 
taking over the club When Bob Swigert could no longer continue serving as 
President due to poor health. Larry took over and did a great job keeping the club 
on track for 8 months until elections were held. Great going Larry!! 
 
We are looking toward another great year of club activities, informative programs 
and just plain FUN! I hope everyone will join in and take on various activities. 
After all, it is our membership that makes the club successful. Be thinking of 
what activities, programs, etc you would like to see and let the club officers know 
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what you think and would like. Working together, the club will have another 
successful year! 
 
And finally, Frank Warren AB5WJ asked me if I would take on the position of 
Public Information Officer for the club. I accepted and will try to make the club 
more visible to the public regarding the clubs activities. (See Franks note in this 
issue. 
73   
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE                        
Editor – HDARC Newsletter 
jaceto@q.com 
771-1323�
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AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE BROADCAST  
 
Hi everyone, 
 
I will be broadcasting the Amateur Radio Newsline on my 224.480 Mhz repeater 
on Monday, March 9th at 8:00 pm as a test using an experimental IRLP (I  nternet 
R adio L inking P roject) node. This method of connecting to the Newsline 
broadcast is new and is still being tinkered with, but I think it is well enough 
along now to try broadcasting the Newsline service in this manner using the 
internet as the connecting medium. The system is not perfect yet since there are 
timing issues and id issues to contend with. For instance, a pause must be inserted 
every couple of minutes or so to take into account that a transmission over the 
IRLP network cannot be more than 4 minutes or so long. If a continuous 
transmission is present, the IRLP system thinks the transmitter is locked on and 
will disconnect the node automatically. Since the Newsline transmission is 20 to 
30 minutes long, this timing issue has to be delt with. So, the writers of the script 
that makes Newsline possible have introduced a break every two minutes. This 
break is roughly 8 seconds long allowing the repeater timer to reset as will as the 
IRLP network to reset. So when listening to Newsline, you suddenly loose the 
transmission for this time interval. Never fear, though. After the pause, it will 
pick up exactly where it left off and continue for another  two minutes.  
 
I donot know if Newsline is broadcast on any other Albuquerque repeater system, 
so I may be the first in this area. I will have to research that. I am probably the 
first to do it using the IRLP link to my system, though. 
 
After the test broadcast on the 9th, and if all is successful, I intend to do the 
broadcast on a regular basis starting in April. We will be out of town from mid-
March through mid-April. I will let everyone know the schedule when I can start 
the broadcast on a regular basis. 
 
If you can, please listen in on the 9th of this month and let me know what you 
think. 
 
73 
Jerry Aceto K6LIE 
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224.480 Mhz OPEN repeater serving all of the greater Albuquerque area. 
Irlp Node 3285 
Host repeater for the “220 Mhz Rag Chewers Net” every Wednesday evening at 
8:30 PM.�
�
�

�

MONTHLY BREAKFAST CHANGE 
 

Hello to all members,  

The Saturday breakfast date has been changed to the 4th Saturday of the 
month instead of the 2nd Saturday of the month starting this month. 

Same time 9 am, and finally Kennie and I can also get down on Saturdays to 
enjoy that brunch session with you all. I tried for the 1st Saturday of the 
month but it was taken. I will give everyone a heads up also prior to when it 
starts on the 4th Saturday.  

73 

Frank Warren Sr AB5WJ 
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A BIG THANK YOU 

 
Hello to ALL of the NMARA Committee Members and Volunteers, 
  
I want to extend my thanks to EVERYONE who helped out this past 
weekend with our first ever NMARA public display of Amateur Radio at the  
"Albuquerque Home and Lifestyle Show". Everyone involved feels that  
the event was a HUGE success and we couldn't have pulled it off without  
your help. We had lots of traffic, talked to lots of people and  
generated lots of interest in this wonderful hobby. 
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To all of you who volunteered some of your precious weekend free time,  
please accept my deepest thanks and the gratitude of all the committee  
members. We learned a lot this first time and we now have even bigger  
and better plans for our next event, wherever and whenever that might  
be. 
  
Please know that the NMARA exhibition materials and graphics are  
available to ANY Amateur Radio Club in the State of New Mexico. Please  
help spread the word that we are ready to help any Amateur Radio Club  
or Organization that wants to promote its activities to the public. 
  
Thank You again for helping us make this event possible. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Larry Goga 
AE5CZ 

(Just wanted to put my thanks in for the HDARC members that participated 
also. 
Frank Warren AB5WJ) 
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NEW TECHNICIAN QUESTION POOL INFORMATION 
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The National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators' (NCVEC) 
<http://www.ncvec.org> Question Pool Committee (QPC) 
<http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=333> is currently reviewing the Technician 
class (Element 2) question pool. According to QPC Chairman Rol Anders, 
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K3RA, the review is part of a regular process: "Each question pool is reviewed on 
a four year rotation. The next Technician class pool will become effective on July 
1, 2010." 

According to QPC Member and ARRL Assistant VEC Manager Perry Green, 
WY1O, the reason the QPC reviews the three question pools every four years is 
to ensure that the questions are asking for information relevant to that particular 
license class. "In the case of the Technician pool, the question set should provide 
for the new Technician licensee to be able to establish his or her station and 
operate it legally, courteously and safely. The Technician question pool and exam 
are intended to be the beginning of the journey into the Amateur Radio Service. It 
prepares the person for the enjoyment of operating, and that of preparing to learn 
electronics, the cornerstone of the education needed to obtain the further 
enjoyment that can come with the higher license classes." 

 Green said that the QPC must rely on members of the Amateur Radio 
community to suggest questions and answers in a responsible manner to preserve 
a high level of legitimacy for our radio service, so the NCVEC QPC is seeking 
input from the amateur community concerning the revision. 

They are accepting input for new question topics and new questions, as well as 
suggestions for changes or deletions. 

Anders said that amateurs may submit questions for the QPC via the NCVEC 
Web site <http://www.ncvec.org/feedback.php>. If you choose to submit a 
question for the QPC's consideration, please be sure to observe the following 
procedure: 

* Questions must have no more than 210 characters, including spaces, or a 
maximum of three 70 character lines. 

* Answers must be no more than 140 characters, including spaces, or two 70 
character lines in length.  

* Each question must be accompanied by four possible answers. The answers 
may be in any order, but the correct answer must be indicated. 

* Each question must be accompanied by a resource or Part 97 rule to support the 
correct answer or explanation of the correct answer. 
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Green said that the most difficult part of writing the questions and answers is 
creating the incorrect answers. "We try to stay away from 'All of these answers 
are correct' and 'None of these answers are correct' for some obvious reasons," he 
said. "It is a more difficult task to find three incorrect answers that are plausible, 
but are absolutely incorrect!" 

 The current Technician question pool 

<http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=349>, effective July 1, 2006, will expire on 
June 30, 2010. The General class question pool 
<http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=350> is effective July 1, 2007 and is valid 
through June 30, 2011. The Amateur Extra class pool 
<http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=351> became effective July 1, 2008 and is 
valid until June 30, 2012. If you have any comments or suggestions on the current 
Element 2 question pool, please contact Anders via e-mail 
<mailto:qpcinput@ncvec.org>.��

�
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ICS COURSES NEEDED FOR PARTICIPATION IN DISASTERS 

Please forward this email to ALL HDARC members.  This is the website for 
the FEMA courses one should take.  The student can either download the 
study guide or just take the course online.  The exam can be taken online and 
it is scored immediately.  You can retake the exam as many times as needed 
until you have received a passing grade.  You can then print the page that 
states you have passed the course. When I took the courses an email was sent 
to me stating I had passed and the certificate would either be mailed or 
emailed to you within two or three weeks.  

The Incident Command System (ICS) courses 100 and 200.  There are 
different versions of the course as shown below for the IS-100, but you only 
need to take one of them.  If you are not in law enforcement, school 
administration or public works, just take the general course.  The 
information required for the exam is the same. (The ICS-100 course is 
required for New Mexico Field Certification, which is required for Search 
and Rescue member status in the search and rescue teams.) 



 

 

 

13

The National Incident Management System (NIMS) courses are IS 700 and 
800.  Basically they just reinforce the ICS courses 100 and 200. 

http://training.fema.gov/IS/ 

IS-100.a Introduction to Incident Command System Revised 7/28/2008  

IS-200.a ICS for Single Resources and Initial Action Incidents Revised 
7/28/2008  

IS-700.a â€“ NIMS An Introduction New 12/22/2008  

IS-800.B National Response Framework, An Introduction - 2/4/2008  

  

IS-100.LEa Introduction to Incident Command System, for Law 
Enforcement Revised 7/28/2008  

IS-100.PWa Introduction to Incident Command Systemfor Public Works 
Personnel Revised 7/28/2008  

IS-100.SCa Introduction to Incident Command System, for Schools Revised 
7/28/2008  

I have recently heard that another course is going to be required for radio 
operators.  Perhaps Jim Hunter or Frank Warren are more familiar with 
this new requirement.  I have taken the IS-802 IS-802 Emer 

IS-242 - Effective Communication  

Emergency Support Functions (ESF) #2 - Communications New 8/6/2008  
but it may be the ICS course IS-242  

Marty Soffran  
kg0mt  
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SMART GRID BPL – HERE WE GO AGAIN ! 
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IBM and the International Broadband Electric Communications are running trials 
of smart grid services using broadband over powerline communications. The two 
companies hope billions in stimulus money could boost the use of transmission 
lines for smart grid communication in rural areas. 
by: Jeff St. John 
February 18, 2009  

IBM and broadband-over-powerline company International Broadband Electric 
Communications have brought broadband service to 20,000 of the 340,000 rural 
American homes they hope to have wired to the Internet by 2010 – and smart grid 
trials are part of the project. 

Advertisement  
Broadband over powerline, or power line networking, is a means of bringing 
Internet connections to homes over existing electricity transmission and 
distribution lines. While more popular in Europe, it has played a minor role in 
U.S. utilities' push to bring smart meters and other "smart grid" functions to their 
customers so far (see Will Smart Grid See a Push for Power-Line Networking? 
and Smart Meter Installations Grow Nearly Fivefold). 

But Huntsville, Ala.-based IBEC is now doing smart grid trials with three of the 
seven rural electric cooperatives it has signed up for broadband over powerline 
(BPL) services. 

The Washington Island (Wisconsin) Electric Cooperative now has 25 homes 
hooked up to smart meters through BPL in a pilot project intended to eventually 
include the 1,100 homes the utility serves, he said. The project also includes 
voltage and amperage monitoring and load management for the utility, IBEC 
CEO Scott Lee said. 
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Two other utilities – one in Alabama and one in Virginia with a collective 72,000 
homes served – are hooking up older, one-way communicating meters via 
substations to bring their data back to the utilities, he said (see Tendril Moves to 
Link Up Old-School Meters). 

Those aren't as big as other BPL smart grid projects, such as the 27 million homes 
with smart meters that Echelon Corp. hooked up for Italian utility Enel, or the 
58,000-smart meter project Echelon is undertaking in Ohio. 

But when it comes to the roughly 18 million rural homes and businesses that are 
served by America's 870 electric cooperatives, BPL may be the best way to 
deliver both broadband and smart grid applications, Lee said. 

And that, combined with some federal incentives, has caught the attention of 
IBM, said Ray Blair, IBM's head of advanced networking. 

Utilities in more densely populated urban areas that tried to sell broadband over 
powerline services in the past found their markets saturated by existing suppliers, 
Blair said. But many rural areas still lack high-speed Internet service, he said. 

That means "rural cooperatives have a business model that works" to sell 
broadband to customers, he said – "and if you've got the network in place, you 
can read meters, you can do fault detection, you can do demand management – all 
the things the major utilities want to do, but have to fork out a ton of money for 
the network that supports it." 

Of course, IBEC and IBM – which in November inked a $9.6 million agreement 
to work on the rural BPL project – have had the help of the federal government. 
IBEC has received $68.4 million in loans from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's Rural Development Program to bring BPL to 350,000 homes by 
2010 with IBM's help, Lee said. 

So far the two companies have contracts with seven electrical cooperatives 
serving about 200,000 homes. IBEC owns and operates the networks, and IBM 
provides its project management and BPL technical expertise, Blair said. 

But he thinks that a $2.5 billion chunk of the $7.2 billion in funding to promote 
high-speed Internet contained in the stimulus bill signed by President Barack 
Obama on Tuesday could be a big boost to the business (see Obama Signs 
Stimulus Package). 
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Why? The $2.5 billion is to be dispensed by the USDA's Rural Utilities Service, 
which may look favorably at electricity cooperatives seeking to serve sparsely 
populated areas, he said. 

Blair called it the "five-per-mile to 15-per-mile" market. Those are cooperatives 
that have between five to 15 customers per linear mile of transmission lines – too 
few to be served by incumbent broadband providers, but enough to make IBEC's 
BPL business model work. 

About 200 of the 870 or so co-ops in the country have a customer base that fits 
that description, he said. And if part of that $2.5 billion is dispensed as grants 
rather than loans, electricity cooperatives may be able to make a case for serving 
fewer than five customers per mile of transmission line, he said. 

Blair also pointed out that many of the problems that have stymied BPL efforts in 
the past have been solved. Certainly the technology has had a mixed track record 
to date. Several utilities have tried BPL deployments, and Google invested in 
BPL efforts earlier in the decade, but so far the technology hasn't really taken off. 

According to the United Power Line Council, an industry trade group, there were 
about 35 BPL deployments in the United States at the end of 2007, of which 10 
were commercial deployments. BPL served about 5,000 U.S. subscribers in mid-
2007, according to the most recent data from the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

Part of the slow pace of deployments had to do with the opposition of ham radio 
operators, who complained that older versions of BPL interfered with their 
frequencies. 

In April 2008, in a lawsuit brought by the American Radio Relay League ham 
radio association, a federal court ruled that the FCC had to rewrite its BPL 
regulations to solve that problem. BPL companies solved that problem by 
"notching" the frequencies they used to avoid those that interfered with ham 
radio, Blair said. 

Likewise, glitches that have plagued the technology in the past have been worked 
out, he said. He pointed to Texas utility CenterPoint, which has been operating an 
IBM-designed BPL network for the past two-and-a-half years, as an example. 
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IBM has been making a big push in smart grid of late, working with utilities to 
run pilot projects and research new technologies (see IBM Snags Another Smart 
Grid Deal and IBM, EDF to Research Smart Grid Tech). 

With equipment compliant with the new FCC rules and with federal incentives in 
place, IBEC and IBM are hoping that BPL can start catching up, both in bringing 
high-speed Internet to the 45 percent of American homes that still don't have it in 
the push to make America's electricity grid smarter. 

In terms of just providing Internet service to homes, about 14 percent of those 
IBEC has brought BPL to so far have signed up for it, Lee said. The company 
will need 20 percent "take rates" to make the effort profitable, he said. 

Still, when it comes to linking smart grid efforts with BPL, the two companies 
could have a long road ahead to catch up to the millions of smart meters now 
being deployed with other communications systems.  
 
�

�

SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS 
 
Club Meeting 
3rd Saturday of the month at noon. Location of meeting is the Albuquerque 
Police NW Command – 4051 Ellison Ave NW (across from Cibola High 
School). 
 
Breakfast Social 
4th Saturday of every month at 9:00 AM. 
At the Golden Corral on Alameda. (Note new day for the Breakfast)  
 
Coffee at Flying Star 
Every Wednesday-2:00 PM on Corrales Rd across the street from The 
Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales Rd. 
 
Breakfast at Flying Star 
Every Thursday morning at 8:00 AM on Corrales Rd across the street 
from The Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales 
Rd. 
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HDARC NET  
Thursday nights at 8:00 PM on 145.330 Mhz (100 Hz PL). 
Jim Hunter (KE5IPR) Net Control Coordinator. 
 
 

 
CLUB PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 

 

Just a note to all members of HDARC. Jerry Aceto K6LIE, our present News Letter 
Editor, has accepted the position of Public Information Officer for the High Desert 
Amateur Radio Club. These additional duties will fall in line with his Newsletter 
function and will also assist HDARC in getting more coverage in the general public in 
future functions.  

Thanks Jerry for accepting the position and looking forward to working with you in 
the future. 

Franklin A Warren Sr AB5WJ 

President, HDARC of NM , Inc. 

505-962-9212 

������������ �

       

 
DX News 

Larry Elkin NY5L – Vice President 
 

         March, ‘09 
 
Ok, this is the weekend when you can to sharpen your DX skills. The ARRL 
International DX contest will start at 0000Z on Saturday March 7, and continue 
until 2400Z on March 8. The contest in on 160 meters, 75 meters, 40 meters, 20 
meters and 10 meters.  This is a good time for you Technician class hams to 
give DX’g a try. I realize 10 meters is next to dead but during this contest it has 
mysteriously come to life before! 
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This is a big contest! DX stations around the world try to communicate with the 
continental US and Canada. Check out page 77 of the March 2009 QST for 
specifics on the contest (Also check the internet). By-the-way, you do not have 
to be a contester to join in the fun. If you follow contact rules, you can use the 
contest to your advantage to make contacts from many different parts of the 
world. Granted, propagation is lousy, but plenty of stations will be on the air. 
I always start tuning around the bands about an hour or two before the contest 
since many of the stations are on the air checking out their equipment and good 
DX’g may be possible. One final note; if you have a rig which can be computer 
controlled and you have the hardware to make the interface connection, this 
weekend would be a good time to use this setup. I downloaded  “Ham Radio 
Deluxe” software to control my Icom 7000. It really opens up the capabilities 
of the rig. 
 
Happy DX’g 
 
Larry 
NY5L 
 
 

 
Propagation - March, ‘09 

 
Over the last couple of weeks, a cycle 24 sunspot appeared; albeit very briefly! 
 
“Gray Scale” times (late morning/afternoon MST) to Europe seemed to allow 
Western European stations to come through and later on about 1800MST some 
Japanese and Australian stations have been observed. 
 
As I stated up above, give the ARRL DX contest a try, the volume of stations 
may overcome (somewhat) poor propagation. 
 
Larry – NY5L 
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INFORMATION FROM OUR MEMBERS 

 
PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THE TWO REPEATERS THAT ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR CLUB USE  (NOTE SOME ADDITIONAL INFO) . 
 
 
Fred Lete (KC5IPK) would like to let our members know that our club is 
welcome to use his repeater. It is located at his home in Rio Rancho near 
Intel and has very good coverage of the greater Albuquerque area. The 
frequency is 442.750 Mhz with a PL of 162.2 hertz. This repeater is also 
solar powered and Fred has incorporated battery backup to his system. If 
you would like more info on his system, you may call him at 892-0380 or 
on his cell phone at 261-7464. 
 
Also, the 224.480 Mhz repeater is now up and running at the same 
location, also affording very good coverage of the greater Albuquerque 
area. My system now has IRLP (the Internet Radio Linking Project) 
linked to it for all of you to use and enjoy. Also, I have installed the new 
receiver to replace the original receiver, which was 22 years old. The 
added sensitivity has improved coverage greatly, especially to those of you 
using handhelds.  
 
Also, I will be adding the Amateur Radio Newsline broadcast to the 
system. The first (test) broadcast will be on Monday, the 9th at 8:00 in the 
evening. (more info in this newsletter)  
 
If you have any questions regarding this system, contact Jerry – K6LIE at 
771-1323. 
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Please consider supporting the club use of these systems that are available 
to all of you. They constitute much work and personal expense in setting 
up and maintaining them and are provided simply for the love of our 
hobby. It would be great to see our net or other activity on these systems. I 
think I can speak for Fred and certainly for myself when I say that the 
club truly has two very useful repeaters to use and enjoy. 
 
 

NEW RAG CHEWERS NET ON 224.480 MHZ!! 
(Just what we need—another net!) 

 
Join in on the fun! The Weak Signal group of Albuquerque have adopted my 
repeater to have a little get together on Wednesday evenings at 8:30 pm (after 
their 70 cm ssb net.) They want to foster activity on 220 Mhz and asked if they 
could use my system for the net. The net has been up for about 4 months now 
and we have a very nice group of guys checking in. It is very informal and last 
about an hour. We had 12 check ins this past Wednesday (the 4th) ranging from 
local to California to New York. I have been an advocate of the 220 band 
for over 25 years now and have had this repeater on the air in Seattle for close 
to 25 years before relocating it to Rio Rancho. 
Remember, when it comes to our ham bands…..use it, or lose it. 
Please consider joining us for some informal fun, and at the same time, help to 
promote a little used band. 
Jerry….K6LIE 
224.480 Mhz Open Repeater 
IRLP Node #3285 
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HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OF NEW MEXICO 

It shall be our purpose to further the 

exchange of information and 

cooperation between members, to 

promote radio knowledge, 

fraternalism and individual operating 

efficiency, and to so conduct club 

programs and activities as to 

advance the general interest and 

welfare of Amateur Radio in the 

community. 

CALENDAR  OF 
ACTIVITIES  FOR 

UPCOMING  MONTH 
March 2009 

 
Saturday, March 21 st  
Club Meeting at the   

Albq Police Station – 
4051 Ellison Ave NW 
 (across from 
Cibola High School) 
 
Saturday, March 28 th  

 BREAKFAST SOCIAL 
at  9 am at the Golden 

Corral on Alemeda. 
 

Every Wednesday at 
2:00pm NMHDARC 

Coffee At The Flying 
Star at Hwy 528 & 

Corrales Rd across 
the street from 

Sunflower Market 
 

Every Thursday at 8 
am NMHDARC 

Breakfast at The 
Flying Star at Hwy 528 
& Corrales Rd across 

the street from 
Sunflower Market 

 

Club net on Thursday 
nights at 8:00 PM on 

145.33 with 100 Hz PL.  
 

 
 

NET CONTROL 
 
�� NET CONTROL SCHEDULE 
HDARC HAS A DIRECTED NET THAT OCCURS EVERY 
THURSDAY AT 8:00PM ON 145.330 WITH 100 HZ PL. 

If you are interested in being a Net Control Operator, please 
contact Jim Hunter, KE5IPR our net control coordinator to sign up. 
We have several openings in January and February. Jim can be 
reached via e-mail at hunterabq@comcast.net , or by phone at 
505 897-2939. 

 
The list of Net Control operators for March: 

March 5      Kathey Meland – WB6JAN�

    March 12    Larry Elkin – NY5L�

    March 19    Frank Warren – AB5WJ�

    March 26    Jim Hunter – KE5IPR�

 
  
If you do not have the radio capabilities to be net control but would 
like to do so anyway, please contact Frank & Kennie Warren at 
fwarrensr@earthlink.net You are welcome to use their radios at 
their home and take net control. This is great practice for talking on 
the radio. Just make sure they are going to be home. Frank 
teaches a lot of courses and sometimes we’re not available. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________�

Fred Lete KC5IPK will present a program on APRS at 
the March meeting. 

Note new day for the monthly club breakfast. It has 
been moved to the 4th Saturday of the month. 

REMBER TO SET YOUR CLOCK AHEAD ONE 
HOUR THIS WEEKEND – MARCH 8 TH. 
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CONTESTS FOR MARCH 2009 
 
                        

DATE  EVENT      INFO 

 

 7 - 8             ARRL International DX Contest   www.arrl.org/contests                               

         14-15           Idaho QSO Party                            www.nx7tt.com 

 15-16           Wisconsin QSO Party       www.warac.org 

 21     10 – 10 Mobile QSO Party            www.ten-ten.org  

 21 – 22    Russian DX Contest               www.rdxc.org 

 21 – 22    Oklahoma QSO Party              www.okdxa.org 

 21 – 22    North Dakota QSO Party      K0ln.com 

      21 – 23     Virginia QSO Party        www.qsl.net/VA_QSO_Party 

 28 – 28          CQ WPX SSB Contest       www.cqwpx.com  
 
 

 
OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS  

 
AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB 

• They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM, 
W5CSY  which has 2 meter on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both 
repeaters require a 100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each 
month from October through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church 8600 Academy Rd. in Albuquerque. 

• The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and 
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic , making 
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other. 

• Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358 
 

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION 
• ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They 

meet in the meeting room at the Flying Star Café at Silver and 8th SW. All Hams 
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are welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the 
business/program starts at 7pm 

• The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors 
one of ASXA’s founding members. 

• Website: http://www.qsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KB5HA, 884-
3554 

 

ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
• Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the 

Anna Kaseman Hospital. 
• If interested, come join us. 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
• The club meets at 7:30 am on the first Saturday of the month at JB’s Restaurant 

at 15 Hotel Circle. 
• Contact Michael K5ATM, 296-3455 

 

NEW MEXICO WEAK SIGNAL GROUP 
• Meets on air on various bands on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

for the promotion of and general utilization of the VHF & UHF bands. 
• Contact Bob N5XZM, 298-8478 for times & frequencies 

 

QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
• This club is made up of hams who were licensed at least 25 years ago. 

• They meet Quarterly at Shoney’s Restaurant at Louisiana & Menaul Blvd. NE at 
1pm.  Contact Warren W5UZU 298-7097 

 
 

UPPER RIO FM SOCIETY, INC. 
• The members meet quarterly at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of January, April, 

July and October at the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 114 Carlisle SE.  
• The Upper Rio FM Society is a technical club with extensive repeater coverage 

in New Mexico and extending into Colorado and Arizona. 
• Repeaters: 146.640, 146.860, 146.900 with -67 tone, 146.940 with -100 tone, 

146.960 with -100 tone, 147.060 with +67 tone, 147.080 with +67 tone, 444.525 
with +67 tone, 449.550 with -71.9 tone, 449.800 with -67 tone, and 449.825 with 
-67 tone.          WEBSITE:   www.urfmi.org 

 
 

 
 

 
 


